DRIVE IT!

TREGREHAN HILLCLIMB

hillelimb lurking in the county of
Kermnow which I will be describ-
ing in this Drive-It feature.

The Tregrehan  hillclimb
takes place on the front drive to
Tregrehan House. o
outside  St.Austell
from the
['m sure eve ryone's

zated  just
and not far
‘den Project — which
heard of. At
around 600 vards the hill is one
of the shortest in the UK with the
hill record being somewhere in
the 17sec bracket, I believe.

The hillclimb 15 organised by
the enthusiastic Truro and District
Motor Club who run three events
here each vear; the first on Easter
sunday, the second in July
the final one at the end of August.
The pad is on a flat field and
while not huze is more than ade-
quate to accommaodate the usually
smallish entry. As is usual at tem-
porary venues hke this, portaloos

are provided and a catering van

amd

Cscene

to the starﬂlne. 50 it's best m rall
back a few yards before com-
mencing the tyre warming pro-
cedure. The first part of the hill is
a longish straight, so I normally
line up in the middle of the track
as this 15 where most of the rubber
15 laid down, Grip is preity good
and after the s
second

art 1 usually grab
gear halfway along the
stragght and hold it until the first
corner, a fast lefi-hander.
This is where the hill gets
a bit tricky, as the wrack surface
after this bend gets quite bumpy
which can be a bit dir:l't'rlll'::'l'li|1j,_1
i you're not prepared for it. In
fact every time | compete here,
' ¢ through my first run |
ck ofl thinking
thing’s broken on the suspension,
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purely because the car gets thrown

around so much. However once
vou realise 1t’s not the car but the
track surface, then it can be quite

L tn run the EIIEFETIEIGTI

'«n}ﬂ“ and [ usually run my t!,'r{:b a

couple of psi lower than at other
VENUEs.

On the entry to this first left-
hander there's also a little bump
that unsettles the car, so it’s best
o treat the bend with respect as
quite a few drivers have been sent
on a very long shde across
open meadow 1o the left of the
track after coming unstuck here.
Once through the bend there is a
short bumpy straight which leads
into a very long, tight right-hand
bend. This bend can be taken sur-
prisingly quickly as there’s plenty
of grip.

My
straight

follows a wverv short
into a tight lefi-hand
hairpin. Many drivers make the
mistake of coming out of the right
hander and then not getting back
on the throttle, but 1o set a good
ime it’s necessary 1o accelers

hard out of the right-hander and

...ﬂu'ﬁ -.-Pf&nvely w:d::nmg the

hairpin before turning left into it.
However, I've found the quickest
route o be to merely stay on the
right-hand side of the road and
simply turn into the hairpin with-
out the jink right, In the Swift 1
change down to first for the hair-
pin, having been in
since the imitial straight.

Alter the hairpin there is,
almost immediately, a slight right-
hand bend with the finish
bend itself. You will then
cross a cattle grid before parking
in a gravel car park.

Although the hill is short, it is
still challenging and the organis-
ing team usually fit in three timed
runs. Combined with a Gairly
entry fee compared 1o many other
events,
value for money.
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- surprisingly quickhy..

...and accelerate hard Into the next
left-hand hairpin

The finish is on the slight Cross the cattle grid into the
R ot
Turn in normally, using first gear gt A Hokt-handee el sk




